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After he had given it back she sealed it and left the room,
taking the letter with her. But a moment or two later Mr!
Adam, apparently changing his mind, urged Miss Knight to
go after Charlotte and stop the letter being sent. Off sped
Notti to the drawing-room, only to find the letter had already
gone. The upshot of this was that the Duke of York came
again the next day, recapitulating to Miss Knight all the
arguments that he had urged before and adding that Charlotte
4laboured under a great mistake, for that she seemed to
consider herself as heir-apparent, whereas she could hardly be
considered as presumptive heiress." It is easy to guess in whose
mind this idea had originated.
The Duke was most anxious to see Charlotte herself, but she
refused "in the most peremptory manner," and grew annoyed
when Miss Knight pressed her. After this, letters went to and
fro between Charlotte and the Duke, Charlotte generally
excusing herself for not answering him sooner, because she
wished to give herself time to think over her answer; but from
the legal tone of her letters it is clear enough that the "time"
had been spent in getting advice from Henry Brougham.*
The Regent, meanwhile, was making out the list of guests
to be present at Charlotte's wedding. The list completed, he
sent it over to Warwick House. Charlotte looked through it;
but when she saw her mother's name was left out, she scratched
out that of the Prince of Orange. Then she sent the list back to
her father.
*In The Life and Times of Henry, Lord Brougham, written by himself, can be seen the
prominent part Brougham took in giving advice to Charlotte regarding her pro-
jected marriage. He also corresponded with Lord Grey on the subject.